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Executive summary 
Crunchbase reports that startup funding is flat this quarter. But the synthetic biology                         
industry doesn’t seem to have gotten the memo. 

After the first quarter, the field was on track to set a record for the total number of                                   
investment deals, although the total amount of money being invested was not projected to                           
beat out 2018’s staggering sum of $3.8 billion. But the second quarter of the year was the                                 
best on record, putting even better than the first, demonstrating that investor interest in                           
both the public and private markets is strong and growing. 

Through the first half of 2019, 65 synthetic biology companies raised $1.9 billion in funding.                             
Both of these numbers would be higher than any full year except for last year, which goes                                 
to show just how fast the field is growing. If investing keeps up at this pace, 2019 will see                                     
33% more investment rounds worth about the same as last year -- $3.8 billion.  
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The Class of 2019: Reimagining pharma 

Seven of the 37 companies funded this quarter are receiving their first round of                           
investment, and of those seven all but one is related to therapeutic applications. This may                             
be an indication that the tools and technologies of synthetic biology are enabling small,                           
innovative, fast-moving companies to reimagine pharma and pursue market opportunities                   
that were previously inaccessible. More importantly, patients with rare and undertreated                     
diseases also stand to benefit, as small therapeutic markets become more economically                       
viable for both small and large companies alike to pursue. 

Newly funded synthetic biology companies in Q2 2019 

Verve Therapeutics  Developing gene editing therapies to reduce risk of 
coronary artery disease in adults. 

Strand Therapeutics  Utilizing synthetic biology to genetically program 
mRNA to deliver immunotherapies. 

Kytopen  Developing platforms to accelerate the discovery 
and manufacturing of cell therapies. 

Fauna Bio  Developing new ways to treat human diseases by 
adopting mechanisms animals have developed for 

traits such as hibernation and deep-diving. 

Vigene Biosciences  Viral vector-based gene delivery services and 
products for research and clinical applications. 

Shiok Meats  Bringing cell-based crustacean meats (shrimp, crab, 
lobster) to your table. 

Strateos  Automation of chemistry, biology, and tissue 
analysis into closed loop robotic labs that 

accelerate drug discovery programs. 
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